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Historically, making clothing at home would have been cheaper than buying ready 
made garments.  With the off-shoring of clothing production over the latter part of 
the 20th century, in the Global North it is now cheaper to buy a garment, or even a 
wardrobe of garments made overseas, than to make something ourselves or have 
it made-to-measure by a local tailor or seamstress.

With the loss of making comes the loss of connection with the qualities of raw 
materials and the skills and knowledge needed to process them. Since we stopped 
making our own clothes, we have never paid their true cost. However the scale of 
exploitation within the globalised textiles and fashion supply chain and the speed 
with which it has escalated over the last two decades is unprecedented. Wool is used 
in vast industrial systems but is ideally suited to mid scale and artisanal process-
ing, making it an ideal material for (re)creating localised, fair and transparent  
clothing systems. For more information about visioning a better future for the 
clothing industry, you can purchase Farming Fashion: Wool on the South East and 
South West England Fibreshed websites.

The following resources delve into the darkness of our clothing industry, past and 
present, as well as point the way to a better future: 
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siegle, Lucy, 2008. To Die for: Is Fashion Wearing 
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